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Should a statue be built in honour of Hasu?
PALAVER

Teachers, advises Abigael 
Chepkoech [cheabiselim@gmail.
com], should not be quick to send 
learners home whenever a confl ict 
arises between them and the 
government. By doing so, she 
argues, they end up punishing 
ordinary Kenyans who are 
struggling to put food on the table 
who are forced to foot the cost of 
transporting their children home 
and back to school. She wants 
teachers to always assess the 
situation 
thoroughly 
before 
sending 
the 
learners 
home.

Education 
is the key to 
success, 
says Onyango 
Moffat 
[onyangomoffat89@gmail.com], 
who wants teachers to work hard to 
recover the time that has been lost 
during their strike. “Students have 
only lost one week which is a short 
time compared compared to the one 
they lost during the Covid-19 
pandemic,” says Mr Onyango who 
urges the government to fulfi ll the 
promises it has made to the teachers 
to avoid further inconveniences. His 
parting shot, “ All public servants 
should be treated well reduce 
disruptive strikes.”

To say that President Ruto’s recent 
gallivant into the heart of Luo 
Nyanza was a success would be a 
huge understatement, according 
to James Kabaria [jameskm570@
gmail.com]. “We saw a sudden 
explosion of a hitherto 
recalcitrant opposition hub 
embrace the President as one of 
their own, thanks to the broad-
based government that has 
incorporated some of 
former Luo 
Nyanza’s 
opposition 
cogs.”

The semi 
circular 
road via 
Rubia, 
Civil 
Servant and 
Southlands 
estates is an eyesore, 
especially at the Kijiji area, reports 
Japheth Amugada [dr.amugada@
gmail.com]. “Smelly raw sewage is 
freely fl owing on the road 
accompanied with plastic bags, 
bottles, used toilet paper, torn 
clothes and food leftovers. Except 
for the Kijiji, this is a middle class 
area and the residents deserve 
better. Is the Mugomoini MCA aware 
of this pathetic road? Where is Kazi 
kwa Vijana?”
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New Environment CS should widen ban on single-use plastics

The new Cabinet Secretary for Environment, 
Climate Change and Forestry Aden Duale 
can score some quick and decisive wins 

within a hundred days in offi ce. Among them is 
expanding the ban on single-use plastics (SUPs) 
to beat the plastic pollution crisis.

In 2017, Kenya won global acclaim after out-
lawing single-use plastic carrier and fl at bags for 
commercial and household packaging. In 2020, 
the country banned all SUPs from nature parks 
and beaches. This year, the National Environ-
ment Management Authority (NEMA) prohibited 
the use of plastic bags or bin liners in handling 
organic waste.  

The above steps are welcome in reducing plas-
tic pollution’s devastating health, environmental 
and economic impacts. But they don’t go far 
enough. The next logical action is to widen the 
ban to cover other unnecessary and harmful 
SUPs. These include drinking straws, cups, forks, 
and food and product packaging and related 
items. Eliminating them would not disrupt the 
lives of Kenyans signifi cantly. Sustainable and 
affordable alternatives are available. 

For SUPs like PET plastic bottles for packaging 
water and beverages, a ban may not be realistic 
in Kenya yet. However, the state should strength-
en the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
schemes, in which manufacturers cover the costs 
of collecting and managing the waste. Some 
experts have also proposed borrowing the Ger-
man model of making the bottles returnable to 
shops through incentives such as fees. This 
option can be explored. 

Many SUPs don’t have a place in the circular 
economy approach to waste management that 
Kenya has adopted. They are not recyclable and 

Another common argument against SUP bans 
emphasises economic and job losses. This posi-
tion is often taken by the private sector, who call 
for a gradual approach to achieve a soft landing 
for SUP manufacturers, importers and traders. 
However, drawing from the experience of the 
2017 ban, it can help the sector transition suc-
cessfully to producing eco-friendly alternatives.

It’s encouraging to see individual and collec-
tive efforts by the private sector in Kenya to 
reduce SUPs. But given the scale of plastic pollu-
tion, their well-intentioned endeavours are 
unlikely to make a difference. For instance, one 
initiative bringing together corporates pledged to 
eliminate unnecessary SUPs by 2030. This target 
is unambitious and may not be achieved since 
the programme is voluntary. Government action 
is necessary.

To achieve a meaningful impact against SUP 
pollution, the new CS should also push for a 
regional approach, involving the East Africa 
Community (EAC) countries. This will minimise 
cross-border leakages as is the case with plastic 
carrier bags.

Since waste management is a devolved govern-
ment function, the Ministry of Environment will 
need to consult widely with county governments 
and other players in the waste sector before 
imposing and implementing the suggested ban 
on SUPs.  

As the global headquarters of the United 
Nations Environment Programme, Kenya should 
be a leader in combating plastic pollution and 
other threats to human and environmental 
health. It is noteworthy that Kenya is at the fore-
front of ongoing efforts to craft a legally binding 
international treaty to curb plastic pollution.

have to end up in landfi lls eventually. While innova-
tive ways of reusing SUPs have emerged such as in 
building and construction, they are inadequate to 
absorb the volumes of SUP waste being generated.

Opponents of SUP bans argue that the measure is 
drastic and ineffective. They claim Kenya’s ban on 
plastic carrier bags has not eliminated the items 
from the market. However, offi cial data indicates 
usage of plastic carrier bags has dropped by at least 
95 per cent. This is laudable, considering achieving 
100 per cent compliance is not feasible. Additional-
ly, enforcing the ban is a heavy lift due to smuggling 
from neighbouring Uganda where the bags are 
widely used. 
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The proposal by Jomvu 
MP Badi Twalib to hon-
our the late philanthro-

pist Hasmukh Patel by erect-
ing a statue or naming a road 
after him is a commendable 
initiative that deserves full 
support from Mombasa Gov-
ernor Abdulswamad Shariff 
Nasir. Patel, a well-known fi g-
ure in the community, was a 
beacon of generosity and 
compassion. His numerous 

contributions to the well-
being of Mombasa residents, 
especially the underprivi-
leged, have left an indelible 
mark on the society. Honour-
ing Patel in this way would 
serve as a lasting tribute to 
his legacy, reminding future 
generations of the impor-
tance of giving back to the 
community. It would also rec-
ognise the vital role that pri-
vate citizens can play in sup-
porting societal development 
and fostering communal har-
mony. The gesture would not 
only immortalise Patel’s con-
tributions but also inspire 
others to follow in his foot-
steps.

Naming a road or con-
structing a statue in 
honour of the late bil-

lionaire Hasmukh Patel in 
Mombasa may not be a top 
priority for the city’s resi-
dents. While Patel’s contribu-
tions to business and philan-
thropy might be notable, the 
city faces pressing issues that 
demand immediate attention. 
Infrastructure development, 
poverty alleviation, health-

care, and education are criti-
cal areas where resources and 
focus should be directed. The 
majority of Mombasa’s popu-
lation may see these issues as 
more urgent than commemo-
rating an individual, regard-
less of their stature or contri-
butions. Furthermore, the 
decision to honour Patel in 
such a manner might not res-
onate with all residents, who 
may feel that public spaces 
should refl ect the collective 
heritage and priorities of the 
entire community. Instead, 
efforts to improve living con-
ditions and address the city’s 
challenges could create a last-
ing, positive impact.

OSCAR MUASYA, 
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MOHAMMED ABUBAKAR, 
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It would be 
a befi tting 
tribute to him

Address 
pressing 
issues fi rst
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