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YES NO

PALAVER

Isn’t it outrightly uncultured, 
asks Patrick Shisanya Majanja 
[shisanyamajanja@gmail.com], 
for an adult in gainful 
employment or enterprise to 
keep ‘fl ashing ‘you so that you 
may call them back and 
therefore pay for the call; even 
when it is them that 
desire to talk to 
you? “I fi nd this 
behaviour so 
crass! This 
‘facility’ 
ought to be 
used by 
school 
children on 
their parents or 
keepers and not full 
grown men who love to 
mooch off others! Style up.”

Violet Kemunto 
[Kemuntoviolet486@gmail.com] 
wants residents of Kisumu to keep 
the environment clean during this 
rainy season. Ms Kemunto says 
some residents of the city empty 
their septic tanks during rainy 
seasons and the waste  sometimes 
ends up in Lake of Victoria. 
Further, she wants people to 
protect themselves from waste 
contaminated water by wearing 
shoes. “Avoid sandals during this 
season,” she advises.

Maryanna oyie Violet 
[violetmaryannaoyie@gmail.
com] supports Azimio leader 
Raila Odinga’s declaration of 
March 20, 2022 as a public 
holiday and this, she believes, 
will further put pressure on the 
Kenya Kwanza government to 
lower the cost of living. “Interior 
CS Kithure Kindiki must 
ensure security for 
everyone 
attending the 
meeting. The 
call for mass 
action 
shows the 
opposition 
leader is 
concerned 
about all people, 
especially during 
this period of drought.”

For ease of governance and 
development of our great country, 
notes Kiprono Brian 
[rotichbrian639@gmail.
com], peace and unity are of 
essence. “Kenya is currently 
politically divided with the 
opposition and it’s loyal members 
holding rallies and shouting 
“RUTO MUST GO”. The disunity 
must be solved with immediate 
effect, else we prepare for the 
worst. We either unite as brothers 
and sisters or we perish together 
as fools. Let’s unite.”
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Should Catholic priests be allowed to marry?

I fully support Pope Fran-
cis’s position on the need 
to review the Roman Cath-

olic Church’s rule of priestly 
celibacy, because like he put it, 
it is an individual “discipline” 
rather than a “contradiction” 
to the church. On several oth-
er occasions, the Pope has 
described marriage as the 
most beautiful thing God ever 
created. In his wisdom as the 
head of the Catholic Church, 
Pope Francis has suggested 

there is no contradiction for a 
priest to marry, referring to 
celibacy as “a temporary pre-
scription”. In the local context, 
the lifting of priestly celibacy 
will be a major milestone 
because it will pave the way 
for any willing priest to marry. 
The move will eliminate the 
time-honoured debate and 
controversy surrounding the 
subject. The mere existence 
and apparent enforcement of 
priestly celibacy has exposed 
many priests to the risk of 
“sinning” before God and even 
against the church itself. 
Those keeping secret families 
or even running secret affairs 
will be liberated as it will no 
longer be sin.

The practice of celi-
bacy is tradition 
that has been prac-

ticed by the Catholic 
Church for a thousand 
years. As a staunch cath-
olic and the leader of 
MPs who ascribe to the 
same faith in Parliament, 
I respectfully disagree 
with any suggestions of 
reviewing the practice of 
celibacy and abstinence 
for our clerics.

Outlawing Catholic 
ministers from marrying 
has been a requirement 
that dates back to the 
11th century, and there 
were solid reasons for it, 
which are still relevant.

It’s my considered 
opinion that we do not 
change our traditions as 
a church. Priests should 
not marry as has been 
the norm. The issue of 
celibacy is a sensitive 
matter that is likely to 
divide the church right 
at the middle. I foresee it 
eliciting heated debate 
around the world and 
especially in Africa.

JOHN CHIKATI, 
MP TONGAREN
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Uganda is the weak link in regional fi ght against plastic bags menace

Kenya’s 2017 single-use plastic carrier and 
fl at bags ban has helped to reduce plastic 
pollution. But smuggling of the bags from 

neighbouring countries threatens to reverse the 
hard-won gains.

Strengthening regional collaboration is key to 
securing durable solutions to plastic pollution 
and seizing emerging opportunities.

A recent joint report by environmental conser-
vation organisations in the region, including 
Kenya’s Centre for Environmental Justice and 
Development, identifi ed Uganda as the main 
source of most plastic bags smuggled into Kenya 
and the rest of East Africa.

Like its neighbours, Uganda has banned cer-
tain categories of single-use plastic bags but 
ranks poorly in enforcing the ban. As a result, the 
manufacture, trade and use of the outlawed plas-
tic bags are thriving, to the detriment of the 
country and the region.

With nearly 50 registered producers of single-
use plastic carrier bags, and an unknown num-
ber of illicit ones, Uganda is a key production hub 
of plastic bags. The country hosts many of the 
plastic manufacturers who relocated from Kenya 
after the 2017 ban.

Some of these companies target the lucrative 
market in Kenya and the region, by producing 
unbranded plastic bags that are smuggled across 
borders, worsening the plastic pollution crisis. 
The demand for the bags is still high, especially 
from small-scale food traders who are yet to fi nd 
suitable and affordable alternatives.

Powerful lobbying by the large plastic manu-

desire to act to the best of its ability.
No doubt, enforcement alone will not eradicate 

plastic bags, but it can help reduce the scale of 
the challenge, and contribute to the success of 
other interventions such as public education and 
provision of sustainable alternative bags. A revi-
sion of Uganda’s legal framework may also be 
necessary to make it fi t-for-purpose.

Although border offi cials in Kenya and the 
region can be more effective in curbing the infl ux 
of banned plastics from Uganda, there is only so 
much they can do due to lengthy and porous bor-
ders. A more realistic and sustainable approach 
is for Uganda to limit the manufacture and sale 
of the bags in the fi rst place.

If Uganda took stronger action on plastic carri-
er bags, the success rates of regional countries in 
enforcing their bans will be higher. There would 
be less need to arrest small-scale traders found 
using the bags; the problem would have been 
addressed at source.

Kenya and other East African countries should 
prevail upon Uganda, through the East African 
Community (EAC), to act robustly against single-
use plastic bags, and to forge a collaborative and 
comprehensive regional approach to tackling 
plastic pollution.

In 2017, the EAC Legislative Assembly passed 
the EAC Polythene Materials Control Bill to limit 
plastic pollution, but member states are report-
edly yet to assent it. The newly-elected EALA 
members should relook the issue. They can con-
sider expanding restrictions to other types of sin-
gle-use plastics.

facturers could be partly responsible for Uganda’s 
inaction against plastic bags and other single-use 
plastics. They are well organised under the Plastic 
Manufacturers and Recyclers Association. They 
are also members of the Uganda Manufacturers 
Association.

In addition, political will to address the issue is 
wanting. The country has repeatedly made high-
profi le announcements that it would act over out-
lawed plastic bags, but enforcement efforts often 
fi zzle out quickly.

While enforcement capacity might be limited, 
the Ugandan government hasn’t demonstrated the 
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