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Candidates often tend to experi-
ence moments of anxiety as they 
prepare for transitional examina-
tions or assessments that are con-
sidered to have an impact on their 
progression, career choices and/or 
placement in subsequent levels or 
even in the job market. 

 This is no exception for the 2022 
candidates.

 It is not lost that the Covid-19 
pandemic disrupted learning there-
by occasioning a rescheduling of the 
school calendar.

 Campaigns for the electioneering 
period that just concluded recently 
also did not allow to have a flawless 
learning calendar.  

That as it may be, in about two 
months, all candidates who regis-
tered for the examinations at Basic 
Education level will be expected to 
sit for their national examinations.

The candidates comprise the 
pioneer cohort of learners under 
the Competency Based Curriculum, 
which was rolled out in January 
2019.  

Learners, now in Grade Six, will sit 
for their national summative assess-
ment from November 28-30.

During the same period, the 2022 

Kenya Certificate of Primary Educa-
tion candidates will concurrently sit 
for their national examinations.  

The 2022 Kenya Certificate of Sec-
ondary Education cohort will also sit 
for examinations between Novem-
ber 21-December 23.

As the Kenya National Examina-
tions Council (Knec), we have put 
all requisite measures in place, and 
will maintain the multi-agency ap-
proach to deliver credible examina-
tions.

  Indeed, we look forward to a suc-
cessful administration and manage-
ment of the examinations, as our 
goal is to transform lives through 
quality assessment and credible 
certification.  

Apart from teachers and the gen-
eral public, candidates are Knec’s 
direct customers, whom through sit-
ting for assessments and examina-
tions their career paths for the future 
are defined.

With just a handful of days re-
maining days before the start of ex-
aminations, Knec takes this oppor-
tunity to implore upon all registered 
candidates to utilise the remaining 
time well, to prepare adequately for 
the upcoming examinations. 

To ensure delivery of a credible 
examination, candidates need to 
maintain honesty, integrity and eth-
ics during examination administra-
tion by following all laid down rules 
and regulations.

The best practice to achieve a 
credible examination starts with 
how one prepares throughout the 
learning period. Adequate prepara-
tions are key to one gaining con-
fidence while in the examination 
room. 

 Do not fall prey to unscrupulous 
persons enticing you to take the 
route of examination malpractices.

Adequate revision of what you 
have been learning is all you need 

to do, because examinations are set 
from the approved syllabus, which 
you have covered in the process of 
learning with your teachers. 

Further, it is important for a 
candidate to maintain a positive 
outlook to life in general, including 
while taking examinations.  

A positive mindset as one goes 
in for their examinations can boost 
one’s confidence. Just tell yourself 
that it is going to be alright and plan 
to be at peace with the outcome! A 
positive mindset will improve your 
chances, so why not develop one?

Remember this is the time to 
consult on topics or questions that 
appear difficult to you. 

A well-prepared candidate gets 
their deserved results while those 
who resort to unorthodox means 
during examinations often stare at 
results cancellation. 

Finally, do not be part of the ex-
amination ‘cheats’ and risk having 
your results cancelled.  Do your 
best and walk out proud of yourself, 
because cheating always has a big 
price to pay.

— The writer  is a Public Com-
munications Officer at the Kenya 

National Examinations Council

Implement taskforce report on affordable power

Candidates’ preparation is key ahead of exams 

A year ago, a presidential taskforce 
report recommended measures to 
cut the high electricity tariffs holding 
back our economy. 

A high-level committee was sub-
sequently appointed to drive its im-
plementation. But the tariff reduc-
tions expected within months never 
fully materialised. President William 
Ruto’s administration should fast-
track action on the report to secure 
quick wins for the economy. 

Previous government set up the 
taskforce in March last year following 
sustained public outcry about exor-
bitant power tariffs. This was attrib-
uted partly to costly Power Purchase 
Agreements (PPAs) that Kenya Power 
and Lighting Company (KPLC) inked 
with Independent Power Producers 
(IPPs). 

Auditor-General’s report for the 
Financial Year ended June 30, 2021 
noted that KPLC paid an average 
of Sh15.30 per KWh for power from 
IPPs compared to Sh5.30 from the 
State-owned Kenya Electricity Gen-
erating Company (Kengen). The ef-
fective unit cost of power from some 
IPPs was as high as Sh195 per KWh. 
Among the taskforce’s recommenda-
tions was for KPLC to renegotiate 
PPA terms with IPPs while adhering 

to contractual obligations. It also set 
out reforms of KPLC and other State 
entities involved in electricity gener-
ation, transmission, regulation and 
policy to eliminate inefficiencies that 
impede affordable power provision. 

Negotiations with IPPs appear to 
be dragging longer than envisaged 
by the taskforce that handed its 
report on September 29, 2021. In Au-
gust this year, former Energy Cabinet 
Secretary Dr Monica Juma said IPP 
engagements, which kicked off in 
January, are still ongoing. She re-
vealed that a few have consented to 
tariff review, while others are appar-
ently intransigent. The government 
should set targets for concluding the 
talks or terminate PPAs where ap-
propriate instead of continuing with 
open-ended negotiations. 

IPP representatives often argue 
that their tariffs reflect generation 
costs. This is a callous attempt to 
defend their interests.  It is obvi-
ous that KPLC and Government 

representatives who approved and 
signed the lopsided PPAs with IPPs 
had other considerations in mind 
apart from the interest of Kenyans. 
Going forward, KPLC should have a 
transparent PPA process to ensure 
Kenyans are not saddled with expen-
sive power for decades. 

Regarding reforms in KPLC and 
related institutions, information 
about the progress in implementing 
the taskforce recommendations is 
scanty. But the recent KPLC’S dra-
matic profit jump underscores the 
potential of the utility if managed 
professionally. Without continuous 
oversight, the power distributor will 
quickly snap back to business as 
usual. It would be prudent to revive 
the cabinet sub-committee on KPLC 
to achieve this. 

KPLC is reportedly planning to 
request regulatory approval for a 20 
per cent consumer tariff hike before 
December to shore up its shaky 
finances. Policy makers should in-

stead push the utility to maximise 
efficiencies and drive down IPP costs 
as the viable pathways to financial 
sustainability.

There is also a pressing need to 
address duplication of roles by State 
agencies in the electricity space 
to cut power costs. The taskforce 
noted overlaps between the Rural 
Electrification and Renewable En-
ergy Corporation and KPLC in rural 
electrification, and between KPLC 
and Kenya Electricity Transmission 
Company in transmission. Simi-
larly, Kengen and the Geothermal 
Development Corporation are not 
best aligned to grow the geother-
mal sector.  To ensure the taskforce 
recommendations are effected, the 
government should extend the term 
of the implementation committee in 
case it has already lapsed, or appoint 
a new team. The committee should 
also provide regular and timely pub-
lic updates about its work.

It would be a great disservice to 
Kenyans if the government neglects 
the taskforce report on PPAs as it 
did with a similar one in 2018 and 
a follow-up on 2021 Inter-Agency 
Committee report. 

— The writer is a Sustainable 
Development  Advocate
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While most of us feel tired by 
just thinking of our next workout 
session, a 71-year-old is winning 
the Internet by completing a gruel-
ling 4000-km Pacific Crest Trail in 
the United States. Instagram user 
Auti and Chris met the 71-year-old 
during their journey through the 
same trail. The couple shared the 
story and a video of the man on the 
social media platform.

“Pa’at reaching the northern 
terminus of the Pacific Crest Trail 
after having walked every single 
step of the 2,653 mile trail. Not 
many people can say they have ac-
complished such an incredible feat 
- especially not at 71!” The caption 
of the post read. 

Further, in the caption, Auti and 
Chris said that the 71-year-old is 
one of those people you instantly 
feel like you’ve known a lifetime. 
“He has a heart of gold, the kindest 
soul, and unmatched optimism 
and fortitude. Thank you for being 
such an inspiration to us, Pa’at!” 
The post read. 

The 71-year-old’s inspirational 
journey is winning hearts on the 
Internet. Several users praised the 
man for achieving his goal. 

“This video has more life goals 
and emotional content than 95 per 
cent of all the garbage posts on this 
platform. This man is living his best 
life. We should all be this lucky,” 
wrote one user. “I’m teary-eyed!! 
Thank you for sharing this man’s 
incredible journey. So beautiful,” 
added another. 

—Agencies                            

ODDLY   ENOUGH

TRUTHIS:  Peace rules the day when Christ     
rules the heart.

INEOS anniversary

@EliudKipchoge: Today we celebrate the 

third anniversary of the INEOS 1:59 Chal-

lenge. I can say that I still see the legacy 

of this event everyday. Together, we have  

inspired so many people in the whole world 

that No Human Is Limited and in this world 

there will be no more impossibilities.

Parents challenged

@amerix: Modern parents have a mini-

pharmacy fully stocked in their houses. 

When you tell them that the cause of end-

less respiratory colds and coughs in their 

children is due to sugar, sodas, juices, 

processed carbs and tomato sauce,  - that’s 

where they draw the line.

Toto attends summit in Rwanda

@TOTOlinet: This morning, I joined other 

leaders in accompanying DP Rigathi Ga-

chagua to Rwanda for the Youth Connect 

Africa Summit. Looking forward to a fruitful 

engagement with other stakeholders.

Corruption the destroyer

@ Gideon_Kitheka: What has destroyed 

African countries, especially Kenya is the 

evil spirit called corruption. Majority of the 

people do not get rich until they join politics, 

steal and get rich quickly. We have selfish 

leaders who do not care about the poor.


